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Suai Public Defenders did not attend mobile trials in Maliana Municipality due
to a lack of transport
JSMP recommends for the Office of the Public Defender and the Ministry Of
Justice to respond urgently
The Suai District Court conducted mobile trials in the second week of June 2021 in
Maliana, Bobonaro Municipality for 34 cases. However these mobile trials were not
attended by the Suai Public Defender because they had no transport.
“JSMP has observed that this situation is very serious because according to the
agenda for the first trials on Monday there were five cases that had to be adjourned
by the court because there was no public defenders to provide assistance to the
defendants for the same reason as always, due to a lack of transport. JSMP urges the
Office of the Public Defender and the Ministry of Justice to respond to this situation
to immediately ensure the rights of vulnerable citizens to access justice,” said the
Executive Director of JSMP, Ms. Ana Paula Marçal.
On 8 June 2021 the Mobile Court scheduled one case involving the crime of
smuggling and one case involving the crime of the sexual abuse of a minor. However
for these cases the court appointed private lawyers to substitute the public defender to
provide assistance to the defendants because there were no public defenders present.
Private lawyers were only substituted on that day and they didn’t have a good
understanding of the cases which impacts on their ability to provide a sound defence.
JSMP considers this situation to be serious and it undermines the rights of the parties
to access fair justice because they expect public defenders to provide good quality and
free assistance in their cases, however public defenders did not provide assistance
because of transport problems. For this reason, JSMP demands for the Ministry of
Justice to urgently facilitate sufficient operational transport to the Office of the Public
Defender to facilitate the work of public defenders, including their participation in the
mobile courts. If transport is not available in the short term it could have further
implications on the rights of defendants to access justice free of charge when the
mobile court is conducted in the future.
Previously, the Suai Public Defenders Office had two operational cars to assist the
public defenders to carry out their work, but one car is in the workshop and the other
car is out of service due to an accident.
In JSMP’s Overview of the Justice Sector Report and previous press releases1 JSMP
has often recommended for the Ministry of Justice to provide sufficient facilities to
the Office of the Public Defender to enable its staff to carry out their work properly,
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however to date public defenders continue to face problems with transport and other
facilities, and in the end public defenders from the Suai Office were unable to attend
mobile trials in Maliana Municipality.
In 2020 during the debate on the 2021 State Budget, the Minister of Justice
acknowledged that the Office of the Public Defender lacked transport to facilitate
work in the courts. Therefore, the Minister of Justice promised to transfer 8 vehicles
from the National Cadastral System Company that has finished its contract with the
Government to the Office of the Public Defender, however until now only two
vehicles have been transferred and they are out of service, so the public defenders still
don’t have transport.
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