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PREAMBLE

Following the liberation of the Timorese People nfrocolonisation and illegal
occupation of the Maubere Motherland by foreign pmy the independence of East
Timor, proclaimed on the 28th of November 1975 tgnte Revolucionaria do Timor-
Leste Independente (FRETILIN), is recognised irggomally on the 20th of May
2002.

The preparation and adoption of the Constitutiortted Democratic Republic of East
Timor is the culmination of the historical resistanof the Timorese People intensified
following the invasion of the 7th of December 1975.

The struggle waged against the enemy, initiallyaunithe leadership of FRETILIN,
gave way to more comprehensive forms of politieatigpation, particularly in the
wake of the establishment of the National Courfcthe Maubere Resistance (CNRM)
in 1987 and the National Council of Timorese Rasis¢ (CNRT) in 1998.

The Resistance was divided into three fronts.

The armed front was carried out by the gloriokercas Armadas de Libertacéo
Nacional de Timor-Leste (FALINTILyvhose historical undertaking is to be praised.
The action of the clandestine front, astutely usiteal in hostile territory, involved the
sacrifice of thousands of lives of women and mepe@ally the youth, who fought
with abnegation for freedom and independence.

The diplomatic front, harmoniously carried out alter the world, enabled the paving
of the way for definitive liberation.

In its cultural and humane perspective, the Cath@hurch in East Timor has always
been able to take on the suffering of all the Peawth dignity, placing itself on their
side in the defence of their most fundamental sight

Ultimately, the present Constitution representsearb-felt tribute to all martyrs of the
Motherland.

Thus, the Members of the Constituent Assemblyheir tcapacity as legitimate
representatives of the People elected on the 30#ugust 2001,

Based on the results of the referendum of the 80&ugust 1999 organised under the
auspices of the United Nations which confirmed #wf-determined will for
independence;

Fully conscious of the need to build a democrat anstitutional culture proper
appropriate to a State based on the rule of lawnehespect for the Constitution, for
the laws and for democratically elected institusononstitute its unquestionable
foundation;

Interpreting the profound sentiments, the aspimgicand the faith in God of the
People of East Timor;

Solemnly reaffirm their determination to fight &dkms of tyranny, oppression, social,
cultural or religious domination and segregation,defend national independence, to
respect and guarantee human rights and the fund@heights of the citizen, to
ensure the principle of the separation of powerthaorganisation of the State, and to
establish the essential rules of multi-party demaogr with a view to building a just
and prosperous nation and developing a societpldarity and fraternity.



The Constituent Assembly, meeting in plenary sessiothe 22nd of March 2002,
approves and decrees the following Constitutiothef Democratic Republic of East
Timor:

CONSTITUTION
OF
THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF EAST TIMOR

Section 1
(The Republic)
1. The Democratic Republic of East Timor is a derabc, sovereign, independent
and unitary State based on the rule of law, theakilhe people and the respect for the
dignity of the human person.
2. The 28th of November 1975 is the Day of Proclkionaof Independence of the
Democratic Republic of East Timor.

Section 2

(Sovereignty and constitutionality)
1. Sovereignty rests with the people, who shalt@sge it in the manner and form laid
down in the Constitution.
2. The State shall be subject to the Constitutimhta the law.
3. The validity of the laws and other actions oé t8tate and local Government
depends upon their compliance with the Constitution
4. The State shall recognize and value the normdscastoms of East Timor that are
not contrary to the Constitution and to any ledista dealing specifically with
customary law.

Section 3

(Citizenship)
1. There shall be original citizenship and acquis#tizenship in the Democratic
Republic of East Timor.
2. The following citizens shall be considered araicitizens of East Timor, as long as
they are born in the national territory:
a) Children of father or mother born in East Timor;
b) Children of incognito parents, stateless parenfsarents of unknown nationality;
c) Children of a foreign father or mother who, lgeover seventeen years old, declare
their will to become East Timorese nationals.
3. Irrespective of being born in a foreign countrijldren of a Timorese father or
mother shall be considered original citizens oftHasor.
a) Children of an East Timorese father or mothendj overseas;
b) Children of an East Timorese father or mothevieg the State outside the country;
4. Acquisition, loss and reacquisition of citizeipshas well as its registration and
proof, shall be regulated by law.



Section 4

(Territory)
1. The territory of the Democratic Republic of Eashor comprises the land surface,
the maritime zone and the air space demarcatedhéynational boundaries that
historically comprise the eastern part of Timorah&l, the enclave of ©essi, the
island of Atauro and the islet of Jaco.
2. The extent and limits of territorial waters &hd exclusive economic zone, and the
rights of East Timor to the adjacent seabed andreamtal shelf shall be laid down in
the law.
3. The State shall not alienate any part of the Easorese territory or the rights of
sovereignty over the land, without prejudice tdifeation of borders.

Section 5

(Decentralization)
1. On matters of territorial organization, the 8tahall respect the principle of
decentralization of public administration.
2. The law shall determine and establish the clamatics of the different territorial
levels and the administrative competencies of éispective organs.
3. Oecussi Ambeno and Atadro shall enjoy speciahiadtrative and economic
treatment.

Section 6
(Objectives of the State)

The fundamental objectives of the State shall be:
a) To defend and guarantee the sovereignty ofdbatcy;
b) To guarantee and promote fundamental rightsfiea@tioms of the citizens and the
respect for the principles of the democratic Shatsed on the rule of law;
c) To defend and guarantee political democracy@articipation of the people in the
resolution of national problems;
d) To guarantee the development of the economythaedorogress of science and
technology;
e) To promote the building of a society based oniadgustice, by establishing
material and spiritual welfare of the citizens;
f) To protect the environment and to preserve @ht@sources;
g) To assert and value the personality and thei@llheritage of the East Timorese
people;
h) To promote the establishment and the developmentlations of friendship and
co-operation among all Peoples and States;
i) To promote the harmonious and integrated devety of the sectors and regions
and the fair distribution of the national product;
]) To create, promote and guarantee the effectouealgy of opportunities between
women and men.

Section 7
(Universal Suffrage and multi-party system)
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1. The people shall exercise the political poweoulgh universal, free, equal, direct,
secret and periodic suffrage and through other $deid down in the Constitution.

2. The State shall value the contribution of pcditi parties for the organized
expression of the popular will and for the demacrparticipation of the citizen in the
governance of the country.

Section 8

(International Relations)
1. On matters of international relations, the Deratbc Republic of East Timor shall
govern itself by the principles of national indegence, the right of the Peoples to
self-determination and independence, the permasmrdreignty of the peoples over
their wealth and natural resources, the proteatiohuman rights, the mutual respect
for sovereignty, territorial integrity and equaldynong States and the non-interference
in domestic affairs of other States.
2. The Democratic Republic of East Timor shall lesa relations of friendship and
cooperation with all other peoples, aiming at tleageful settlement of conflicts, the
general, simultaneous and controlled disarmamaést,establishment of a system of
collective security and establishment of a newriv@@onal economic order capable of
ensuring peace and justice in the relations ameog|ps.
3. The Democratic Republic of East Timor shall reim privileged ties with the
countries whose official language is Portuguese.
4. The Democratic Republic of East Timor shall neim special ties of friendship and
co-operation with its neighbouring countries anel ¢buntries of the region.

Section 9

(International law)
1. The legal system of East Timor shall adopt theegal or customary principles of
international law.
2. Rules provided for in international conventiotmeaties and agreements shall apply
in the internal legal system of East Timor follogitheir approval, ratification or
accession by the respective competent organs ded @iblication in the official
gazette.
3. All rules that are contrary to the provisionsrdérnational conventions, treaties and
agreements applied in the internal legal systefast Timor shall be invalid.

Section 10

(Solidarity)
1. The Democratic Republic of East Timor shall agtés solidarity to the struggle of
all peoples for national liberation.
2. The Democratic Republic of East Timor shall graolitical asylum, in accordance
with the law, to foreigners persecuted as a resulheir struggle for national and
social liberation, defence of human rights, demogiand peace.

Section 11
(Valorisation of Resistance)
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1. The Democratic Republic of East Timor acknowksignd values the historical
resistance of the Maubere People against foreignirdgion and the contribution of

all those who fought for national independence.

2. The State acknowledges and values the participaf the Catholic Church in the

process of national liberation of East Timor.

3. The State shall ensure special protection towhedisabled, orphans and other
dependants of those who dedicated their lives ¢osthuggle for independence and
national sovereignty, and shall protect all thodeowparticipated in the resistance
against the foreign occupation, in accordance thighlaw.

4. The law shall define the mechanisms for rendgeribute to the national heroes.

Section 12
(State and religious denominations)
1. The State shall recognize and respect the differeligious denominations, which
are free in their organization and in the exeroistheir own activities, to take place in
due observance of the Constitution and the law.
2. The State shall promote the cooperation withdifferent religious denominations
that contribute to the well-being of the peopldeakt Timor.

Section 13
(Official languages and national languages)
1. Tetum and Portuguese shall be the official laiggs in the Democratic Republic of
East Timor.
2. Tetum and the other national languages shathheed and developed by the State.

Section 14
(National symbols)
1. The national symbols of the Democratic Repubfi€ast Timor shall be the flag,
the emblem and the national anthem.
2. The emblem and the national anthem shall becapgrby law.

Section 15

(National Flag)
1. The National Flag is rectangular and is formgdvio isosceles triangles, the bases
of which are overlapping. One triangle is black #@sdheight is equal to one-third of
the length overlapped to the yellow triangle, whbeght is equal to half the length of
the Flag. In the centre of the black triangle thera white star of five ends, meaning
the light that guides. The white star has oneséids turned towards the left side end
of the flag. The remaining part of the flag is red.
2. The colours mean:
yellow — the traces of colonialism;
black — the obscurantism that needs to be overcome;
red — the struggle for national liberation;
white — peace.
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PART Il
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, DUTIES, FREEDOM S AND GUARANTEES

TITLE I
GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Section 16
(Universality and Equality)
1. All citizens are equal before the law, shallreise the same rights and shall be
subject to the same duties.
2. No one shall be discriminated against on growfdsolour, race, marital status,
gender, ethnical origin, language, social or ecanostatus, political or ideological
convictions, religion, education and physical omitaécondition.

Section 17
(Equality between women and men)
Women and men shall have the same rights and datesareas of family, political,
economic, social and cultural life.

Section 18

(Child protection)
1. Children shall be entitled to special protectiyrthe family, the community and the
State, particularly against all forms of abandontnesiscrimination, violence,
oppression, sexual abuse and exploitation.
2. Children shall enjoy all rights that are uniahs recognized, as well as all those
that are enshrined in international conventions roomly ratified or approved by the
State.
3. Every child born inside or outside wedlock sladjoy the same rights and social
protection.

Section 19
(Youth)
1. The State shall promote and encourage youtiatings towards the consolidation
of national unity, reconstruction, defence and tgwaent of the country.
2. The State shall promote education, health amétianal training for the youth as
may be practicable.

Section 20
(Senior Citizens)
1. Every senior citizen has the right to speciatgetion by the State.
2. The old age policy entails measures of economazial and cultural nature
designed to provide the elderly with opportunities personal achievement through
active and dignified participation in the community

Section 21
(Disabled citizens)
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1. A disabled citizen shall enjoy the same rigimig shall be subject to the same duties
as all other citizens, except for the rights andiesuwhich he or she is unable to
exercise or fulfil due to his or her disability.

2. The State shall promote the protection of des@gitizens as may be practicable and
in accordance with the law.

Section 22
(East Timorese citizens over seas)
East Timorese citizens who are or live oversealt shpy protection by the State for
the exercise of their rights and shall be subjealluties not incompatible with their
absence from the country.

Section 23
(Interpretation of fundamental rights)
Fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitutioallshiot exclude any other rights
provided for by the law and shall be interpretedastordance with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Section 24
(Restrictive laws)

1. Restriction of rights, freedoms and guarantegsanly be imposed by law in order
to safeguard other constitutionally protected sgbt interests and in cases clearly
provided for by the Constitution.

2. Laws restricting rights, freedoms and guaranteege necessarily a general and
abstract nature and may not reduce the extent ek sof the essential contents of
constitutional provisions and shall not have aoaattive effect.

Section 25

(State of exception)
1. Suspension of the exercise of fundamental rigihtedoms and guarantees shall
only take place if a state of siege or a state raergency has been declared as
provided for by the Constitution.
2. A state of siege or a state of emergency sindyi lme declared in case of effective or
impending aggression by a foreign force, of seridissurbance or threat of serious
disturbance to the democratic constitutional ordegf public disaster.
3. A declaration of a state of siege or a staterokergency shall be substantiated,
specifying rights, freedoms and guarantees theceseeof which is to be suspended.
4. A suspension shall not last for more than thaadys, without prejudice of possible
justified renewal, when strictly necessary, for @qeriods of time.
5. In no case shall a declaration of a state ajes@ffect the right to life, physical
integrity, citizenship, non-retroactivity of theiminal law, defence in a criminal case
and freedom of conscience and religion, the rightta be subjected to torture, slavery
or servitude, the right not to be subjected to lcim@éuman or degrading treatment or
punishment, and the guarantee of non-discrimination
6. Authorities shall restore constitutional norrmyalis soon as possible.
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Section 26
(Accessto courts)
1. Access to courts is guaranteed to all for tHertke of their legally protected rights
and interests.
2. Justice shall not be denied for insufficientremmic means.

Section 27

(Ombudsman)
1. The Ombudsman shall be an independent orgamairge of examining and seeking
to settle citizens’ complaints against public badieertifying the conformity of the
acts with the law, preventing and initiating theolhprocess to remedy injustice.
2. Citizens may present complaints concerning acctsmissions on the part of public
bodies to the Ombudsman, who shall undertake @wegwithout power of decision,
and shall forward recommendations to the competegans as deemed necessary.
3. The Ombudsman shall be appointed by the NatiBagiament through absolute
majority votes of its members for a term of offmfefour years.
4. The activity the Ombudsman shall be indepenfiemh any means of grace and
legal remedies as laid down in the Constitution tuedaw.
5. Administrative organs and public servants shalle the duty to collaborate with the
Ombudsman.

Section 28
(Right to resistance and self-defence)
1. Every citizen has the right to disobey and ®stallegal orders or orders that affect
their fundamental rights, freedoms and guarantees.
2. The right to self-defence is guaranteed tarakccordance with the law.

TITLE Il
PERSONAL RIGHTS, FREEDOMS AND GUARANTEES

Section 29
(Right to life)
1. Human life is inviolable.
2. The State shall recognize and guarantee thetadtfe.
3. There shall be no death penalty in the DemacReipublic of East Timor.

Section 30

(Right to personal freedom, security and integrity)
1. Every one has the right to personal freedomyrégand integrity.
2. No one shall be arrested or detained, excepruhé terms clearly provided for by
applicable law, and the order of arrest or detensbould always be presented for
consideration by the competent judge within thaldigneframe.
3. Every individual who loses his or her freedoralshe immediately informed, in a
clear and precise manner, of the reasons for hieoarrest or detention as well as of
his or her rights, and allowed to contact a lawgagrectly or through a relative or a
trusted person.
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4. No one shall be subjected to torture and crakelyyman or degrading treatment.

Section 31

(Application of criminal law)
1. No one shall be subjected to trial, except roagance with the law.
2. No one shall be tried and convicted for an hat tloes not qualify in the law as a
criminal offence at the moment it was committed; andure security measures the
provisions of which are not clearly establishegravious law.
3. Penalties or security measures not clearly deavifor by law at the moment the
criminal offence was committed shall not be enfdrce
4. No one shall be tried and convicted for the sarmainal offence more than once.
5. Criminal law shall not be enforced retroactivedycept if the new law is in favour
of the accused.
6. Anyone who has been unjustly convicted has ijet to a fair compensation in
accordance with the law.

Section 32

(Limits on sentences and security measur es)
1. There shall be no life imprisonment nor sentemmesecurity measures lasting for
unlimited or indefinite period of time in the Denmatic Republic of East Timor.
2. In case of danger as a result of mental illnessurity measures may be extended
successively by judicial decision.
3. Criminal liability is not transmissible.
4. Persons who are subjected, on conviction, t@rdgesce or a security measure
involving loss of freedom remain entitled to theindamental rights, subject to the
limitations that necessarily derive from that catian and from the requirements for
its enforcement.

Section 33

(Habeas corpus)
1. Everyone who illegally loses his or her freedbas the right to apply for habeas
corpus.
2. An application forhabeas corpushall be made by the detainee or by any other
person in the exercise of his or her civil rigltsaccordance with the law.
3. The court shall rule on the application fabeas corpusvithin 8 days at a hearing
in the presence of both parties.

Section 34

(Guaranteesin criminal proceedings)
1. Anyone charged with an offence is presumed ianbantil convicted.
2. An accused person has the right to select, anakbisted by, a lawyer at all stages
of the proceedings and the law shall determine dineumstances for which the
presence of the lawyer is mandatory.
3. Every individual is guaranteed the inviolablghti of hearing and defence in
criminal proceedings.
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4. Evidence is of no effect if obtained by tortummercion, infringement of the
physical or moral integrity of the individual or enrgful interference with private life,
the home, correspondence or other forms of commatioit

Section 35

(Extradition and expulsion)
1. Extradition shall only take place following aucbdecision.
2. Extradition on political grounds is prohibited.
3. Extradition in respect of offences punishablejer the law of the requesting State,
by death penalty or life imprisonment or whenevesré are grounds to assume that
the person to be extradited may be subjected tareoand inhuman, degrading and
cruel treatment, shall not be permitted.
4. An East Timorese national shall not be expetiec&xpatriated from the national
territory.

Section 36
(Right to honour and privacy)
Every individual has the right to honour, good naané reputation, protection of his
or her public image and privacy of his or her peeg@nd family life.

Section 37

(Inviolability of home and correspondence)
1. Any person's home and the privacy of his ordoerespondence and other means of
private communication are inviolable, except inesaprovided for by law as a result
of criminal proceedings.
2. A person's home shall not be entered againsirtisr will, except under the written
order of a competent judicial authority and in tlases and manner prescribed by law.
3. Entry into any person's home at night againstoniher will is clearly prohibited,
except in case of serious threat to life or physiceegrity of somebody inside the
home.

Section 38

(Protection of personal data)
1. Every citizen has the right to access persoatd dtored in a computer system or
entered into mechanical or manual records regardimgor her, and he or she shall
have the right to demand the purpose of such data.
2. The law shall determine the concept of persal@h, as well as the conditions
applicable to the processing thereof.
3. The processing of personal data on private Igelitical and philosophical
convictions, religious faith, party or trade uniomembership and ethnical origin,
without the consent of the interested person,asipited.

Section 39
(Family, marriage and mater nity)
1. The State shall protect the family as the sg@diasic unit and a condition for the
harmonious development of the individual.
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2. Every one has the right to establish and live family.

3. Marriage shall be based upon free consent byp#rées and on terms of full
equality of rights between spouses, in accordanttethe law.

4. Maternity shall be dignified and protected, aspecial protection shall be
guaranteed to all women during pregnancy and afédivery and working women
shall have the right to be exempted from the wag&gplfor an adequate period before
and after delivery, without loss of remunerationaol other benefits, in accordance
with the law.

Section 40

(Freedom of speech and infor mation)
1. Every person has the right to freedom of speeuh the right to inform and be
informed impartially.
2. The exercise of freedom of speech and informatimall not be limited by any sort
of censorship.
3. The exercise of rights and freedoms referred tbis Section shall be regulated by
law based on the imperative of respect for the Gomisn and the dignity of the
human person.

Section 41

(Freedom of the press and mass media)
1. Freedom of the press and other mass media ramgjead.
2. Freedom of the press shall comprise, namelyfrédezlom of speech and creativity
for journalists, the access to information sourcsditforial freedom, protection of
independence and professional confidentiality, #mel right to create newspapers,
publications and other means of broadcasting.
3. The monopoly on the mass media shall be praubit
4. The State shall guarantee the freedom and indepee of the public mass media
from political and economic powers.
5. The State shall guarantee the existence of kcpnalolio and television service that
is impartial in order tp inter-alia, protect and disseminate the culture and the
traditional values of the Democratic Republic of sEalimor and guarantee
opportunities for the expression of different liregpinion.
6. Radio and television stations shall operate aniger a license, in accordance with
the law.

Section 42
(Freedom to assemble and demonstr ate)
1. Everyone is guaranteed the freedom to assenelleefully and unarmed, without a
need for prior authorization.
2. Everyone is recognized the right to demonsiragecordance with the law.

Section 43
(Freedom of association)
1. Everyone is guaranteed freedom of associatiowighed that the association is not
intended to promote violence and is in accordante tive law.
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2. No one shall be compelled to join an associatioto remain in it against his or her
will.

3. The establishment of armed, military or paraamyi associations, including
organizations of a racist or xenophobic nature hat fpromote terrorism, shall be
prohibited.

Section 44
(Freedom of movement)
1. Every person has the right to move freely andetile anywhere in the national
territory.
2. Every citizen is guaranteed the right to emigfetely and to return to the country.

Section 45

(Freedom of conscience, religion and wor ship)
1. Every person is guaranteed the freedom of censej religion and worship and the
religious denominations are separated from thes Stat
2. No one shall be persecuted or discriminatednggan the basis of his or her
religious convictions.
3. The right to be a conscientious objector shalpbaranteed in accordance with the
law.
4. Freedom to teach any religion in the framewofktlte respective religious
denomination is guaranteed.

Section 46
(Right to political participation)
1. Every citizen has the right to participate ie fholitical life and in the public affairs
of the country, either directly or through demoicaty elected representatives.
2. Every citizen has the right to establish angéddicipate in political parties.
3. The establishment and organization of politpaties shall be regulated by law.

Section 47
(Right to vote)
1. Every citizen over the age of seventeen hasghéto vote and to be elected.
2. The exercise of the right to vote is persondl @nstitutes a civic duty.

Section 48
(Right to petition)
Every citizen has the right to submit, individually jointly with others, petitions,
complaints and claims to organs of sovereignty oy authority for the purpose of
defending his or her rights, the Constitution, e or general interests.

Section 49
(Defence of Sovereignty)
1. Every citizen has the right and the duty to dbaote towards the defence of
independence, sovereignty and territorial integsityhe country.
2. Serving in the army shall take place in accocdamith the law.
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TITLE I
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTSAND DUTIES

Section 50

(Right to work)
1. Every citizen, regardless of gender, has tha agd the duty to work and to choose
freely his or her profession.
2. The worker has the right to labour safety andidmnye, remuneration, rest and
vacation.
3. Dismissal without just cause or on politicalligieus and ideological grounds is
prohibited.
4. Compulsory work, without prejudice to the cagwevided for under penal
legislation, is prohibited.
5. The State shall promote the establishment afpmratives of production and shall
lend support to household businesses as souresmbdyment.

Section 51

(Right to strike and prohibition of lock-out)
1. Every worker has the right to resort to strikee exercise of which shall be
regulated by law.
2. The law shall determine the conditions undercitservices are provided, during a
strike, which are necessary for the safety and t@aamce of equipment and facilities,
as well as minimum services that are necessaryet assential social needs.
3. Lock-out is prohibited.

Section 52

(Trade union freedom)
1. Every worker has the right to form or join tradeons and professional associations
in defence of his or her rights and interests.
2. Trade union freedom is sub-divided, namely, ifteedom of establishment,
freedom of membership and freedom of organizatrahiaternal regulation.
3. Trade unions and trade union associations bealhdependent of the State and the
employers.

Section 53
(Consumer rights)
1. Consumers have the right to goods and servi€egood quality, to truthful
information and protection of their health, safetyd economic interests, and to
reparation for damages.
2. Advertising shall be regulated by law, and alinfis of concealed, indirect or
misleading advertising are prohibited.

Section 54
(Right to private property)
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1. Every individual has the right to private prageand can transfer it during his or
her lifetime or on death, in accordance with thve. la

2. Private property should not be used to the mhetnt of its social purpose.

3. Requisitioning and expropriation of property faublic purposes shall only take
place following fair compensation in accordancewtiite law.

4. Only national citizens have the right to owngysif land.

Section 55
(Obligations of the taxpayer)
Every citizen with a certified income has the dtdypay tax in order to contribute to
public revenues, in accordance with the law.

Section 56

(Social security and assistance)
1. Every citizen is entitled to social assistanoé security in accordance with the law.
2. The State shall promote, in accordance withatsonal resources, the establishment
of a social security system.
3. The State shall support and supervise the actwid functioning of institutions of
social solidarity and other non-profit institutiomd recognized public interest, in
accordance with the law.

Section 57
(Health)

1. Everyone has the right to health and medica¢,cand the duty to protect and
promote them.
2. The State shall promote the establishment ofaomal health service that is
universal and general. The national health sersiadl be free of charge in accordance
with the possibilities of the State and in confdgnwith the law.
3. The national health service shall have, as mashpossible, a decentralized
participatory management.

Section 58

(Housing)
Everyone has the right to a house, both for himseHerself and for his or her family,
of adequate size that meets satisfactory standafdeygiene and comfort and
preserves personal intimacy and family privacy.

Section 59

(Education and culture)
1. The State shall recognize and guarantee thay eitzen has the right to education
and culture and it is incumbent upon it to prombteestablishment of a public system
of universal and compulsory basic education théteis of charge in accordance with
its ability and in conformity with the law.
2. Everyone has the right to equal opportunitiesethucation and vocational training.
3. The State shall recognize and supervise prasadeco-operative education.
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4. The State should ensure the access of evergrjtin accordance to their abilities,
to the highest levels of education, scientific e@sh and artistic creativity.

5. Everyone has the right to cultural enjoyment argtivity and the duty to preserve
protect and value cultural heritage.

Section 60
(Intellectual Property)
The State shall guarantee and protect the cregirmdluction and commercialization
of literary, scientific and artistic work, includjrthe legal protection of copyrights.

Section 61
(Environment)
1. Everyone has the right to a humane, healthyeaontbgically balanced environment
and the duty to protect it and improve it for treméfit of the future generations.
2. The State shall recognize the need to preseryeadionalize natural resources.
3. The State should promote actions aimed at pioteahe environment and
safeguarding the sustainable development of thecny.

PART |11
ORGANIZATION OF POLITICAL POWER

TITLEI
GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Section 62
(Source and exer cise of political power)
Political power lies with the people and is exexdisn accordance with the terms of
the Constitution.

Section 63
(Participation by citizensin political life)
1. Direct and active participation by men and wonrepolitical life is a requirement
of, and a fundamental instrument for consolidatthg,democratic system.
2. The law shall promote equality in the exerciteial and political rights and non-
discrimination on the basis of gender for accegsotitical positions.

Section 64
(Principle of Renewal)
No one shall hold any political office for life, &or indefinite periods of time.

Section 65

(Elections)
1. Elected organs of sovereignty and of local goremt shall be chosen by universal,
free, direct, secret, personal and regular suffrage
2. Registration of voters shall be compulsory affficially initiated, single and
universal, to be up-dated for each election.
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3. Electoral campaigns shall be governed in acem&lavith the following principles:
a) Freedom to canvass;

b) Equality of opportunity and treatment for alhd&dacies;

c) Impartiality towards candidacies on the panpoblic bodies;

d) Transparency and supervision of electoral exgens

4. Conversion of the votes into mandates shall vlesthe principle of proportional
representation;

5. The electoral process shall be regulated by law.

6. Supervision of voters’ registration and eledt@ets shall be incumbent upon an
independent organ, the competences, compositiggnaation and functioning of
which shall be established by law.

Article 66

(Referendum)
1. Voters who are registered in the national teryitmay be called upon to express
their opinions in a referendum on issues of relevational interest.
2. A referendum shall be called by the PresidenhefRepublic, following a proposal
by one third, and deliberation approved by a twadthmajority, of the Members of
the National Parliament, or following a well-fourtderoposal by the Government.
3. Matters falling under the exclusive competentcthe Parliament, the Government
and the Courts as defined by the Constitution stalbe the subject of a referendum.
4. A referendum shall only be binding where the hanof voters is higher than half
of the registered electors.
5. The process of a referendum shall be definddwy

Section 67
(Organs of Sovereignty)
The organs of sovereignty shall comprise the Peesidf the Republic, the National
Parliament, the Government and the Courts.

Section 68
(Incompatibilities)
1. The holding of the offices of President of thepRblic, Speaker of the National
Parliament, President of the Supreme Court of deisBresident of the High
Administrative, Tax and Audit Court, Prosecutor-@ext and member of
Government shall be incompatible with one another.
2. The law shall define other incompatibilities.

Section 69
(Principle of separation of powers)
Organs of sovereignty, in their reciprocal relasioip and exercise of their functions,
shall observe the principle of separation and dgpendence of powers established in
the Constitution.

Section 70
(Political partiesand theright of opposition)
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1. Political parties shall participate in organspaiitical power in accordance with
their democratic representation based on direcuancersal suffrage.

2. The right of political parties to democratic ogpion, as well as the right to be
informed regularly and directly on the progresshe main issues of public interest,
shall be recognized.

Section 71

(Administrative or ganization)
1. The central government should be representéuealifferent administrative levels
of the country.
2. Oecussi Ambeno shall be governed by a specmirastrative policy and economic
regime.
3. Atauro shall enjoy an appropriate economic statu
4. The political and administrative organizatiorttud territory of the Democratic
Republic of East Timor shall be defined by law.

Article72
(L ocal gover nment)

1. Local government is constituted by corporateid®d/ested with representative
organs, with the objective of organizing the p&vation by citizens in solving the
problems of their own community and promoting lodavelopment without prejudice
to the participation by the State.

2. The organization, competence, functioning anahpmsition of the organs of local
government shall be defined by law.

Section 73

(Publication of legidation and decisions)
1. Legislation and decisions shall be publishedth®/ organs of sovereignty in the
official gazette.
2. Failure to publish any of the legislation or ideans specified in item 1 above or
decisions of a general nature taken by the orgaisswereignty or local government
shall render them null and void.
3. The form of publication of other legislation atecisions, and the consequences of
the failure to do so, shall be determined by law.

TITLE I
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

CHAPTER|
STATUS, ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT

Section 74

(Definition)
1. The President of the Republic is the Head ofeStad the symbol and guarantor of
national independence and unity of the State andhef smooth functioning of
democratic institutions.
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2. The President of the Republic is the Supremer@amder of the Defence Force.

Section 75
(Eligibility)
1. To stand as presidential candidates, East Trordizens should meet each of the
following requirements cumulatively:
a) Original citizenship;
b) At least 35 (Thirty -five) years of age;
c) To be in possession of his or her full faculties
d) To be proposed by a minimum of five thousanarsot
2. The President of the Republic has a term oteftf 5 years and shall cease his or
her functions with the swearing-in of the new edelcPresident.
3. The President of the Republic's term of officayrhe renewed only once.

Section 76

(Election)
1. The President of the Republic shall be electedrbversal, free, direct, secret, and
personal suffrage.
2. The election of the President of the Republalldie conducted through the system
based on the majority of validly expressed voteslugling blank votes.
3. Where no candidate gets more than half of thesy@ second round shall take place
on the 30th day following the first voting.
4. Only the two candidates obtaining the higheshioer of votes shall be eligible to
stand in a run-off election, provided they havewhdrawn their candidacies.

Section 77

(Inauguration and swearing-in)
1. The President of the Republic shall be swortbynthe Speaker of the National
Parliament and shall be inaugurated in public cergmbefore the members of the
National Parliament and the representatives obther organs of sovereignty.
2. The inauguration shall take place on the last ofathe term of office of the
outgoing President or, in case of election dueamancy, on the eighth day following
the publication of the electoral results.
3. At the swearing-in ceremony, the President efRepublic shall take the following
oath:
“l swear to God, to the people and on my honour thatll fulfil with loyalty the
functions that have been invested in me, will abigland enforce the
Constitution and the laws and will dedicate all myergies and knowledge to the
defence and consolidation of independence and maltianity.”

Section 78
(Incompatibilities)
The President of the Republic shall not hold anyeotpolitical position or public
office at the national level, and under no circianses shall he or she undertake
private assignments.
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Section 79

(Criminal liability and Constitutional Obligations)
1. The President of the Republic shall enjoy immum the exercise of his or her
functions.
2. The President of the Republic shall be answeradfore the Supreme Court of
Justice for crimes committed in the exercise ofdriser functions and for clear and
serious violation of his or her constitutional galiions.
3. It is the incumbent upon the National Parliameat initiate the criminal
proceedings, following a proposal made by one-fiethd deliberation approved by a
two-third majority, of its Members.
4. The Plenary of the Supreme Court of Justicel skalle a judgment within a
maximum of 30 days.
5. Conviction shall result in forfeiture of offi@d disqualification from re-election.
6. For crimes not committed in the exercise ofdniker functions, the President of the
Republic shall also be answerable before the Supi@aurt of Justice, and forfeiture
of office shall only occur in case of sentencerieqn.
7. In the cases provided for under the previous,itenmunity shall be withdrawn at
the initiative of the National Parliament in accande with provisions of item 3 of this
Section.

Section 80

(Absence)
1. The President of the Republic shall not be abisem the national territory without
the previous consent of the National Parliamentobits Standing Committee, if
Parliament is in recession.
2. Failure to observe provision of item 1 abovellshaply forfeiture of the office, as
provided for by the previous Section.
3. The President of the Republic's private visits exceeding fifteen days shall not
require the consent of the National Parliament. dtlogless, the President of the
Republic should notify the National Parliament ofls visits in advance.

Section 81

(Resignation of Office)
1. The President of the Republic may resign frofitefby message addressed to the
National Parliament.
2. Resignation shall take effect once the messagmade known to the National
Parliament without prejudice to its subsequentigahbn in the official gazette.
3. Where the President of the Republic resigns fodfite, he or she shall not be
eligible to stand for presidential elections imnaeliy after resignation nor in the
regular elections to be held after five years.

Section 82
(Death, resignation or per manent disability)
1. In case of death, resignation or permanent tiisalmf the President of the
Republic, his or her functions shall be taken aean interim basis by the Speaker of
the National Parliament, who shall be sworn in bg Speaker a.i. of the National
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Parliament before the Members of the National Bamint and representatives of the
organs of sovereignty.

2. Permanent disability shall be declared by ther&me Court of Justice, which shall
also have the responsibility to confirm the dedtlthe President of the Republic and
the vacancy of office resulting therefrom.

3. The election of a new President of the Repuiblicase of death, resignation or
permanent disability should take place within thésequent ninety days, after
certification or declaration of death, resignatasrpermanent disability.

4. The President of the Republic shall be eleabe@ new term of office.

5. In case of refusal by the President-electedke bffice or in case of his or her death
or permanent disability, the provisions of this tBetshall apply.

Section 83

(Exceptional Cases)
1. Where death, resignation or permanent disabiitgur in case of imminent
exceptional situations of war or protracted emecgeror of an insurmountable
difficulty of a technical or material nature, to loefined by law, preventing the
holding of a presidential election by universalfsage as provided for by Section 76,
the new President of the Republic shall be elebyedhe National Parliament from
among its members within the ninety subsequent.days
2. In the cases referred to in the previous itdma,Rresident-elect shall serve for the
remainder of the interrupted term and he or she mayor the new election.

Section 84

(Replacement and interim office)
1. During temporary impediment of the Presidentthed Republic, the presidential
functions shall be taken over by the Speaker ofiodat Parliament or, in case of
impediment of the latter, by his or her replacement
2. The parliamentary mandate of the Speaker oN&igonal Parliament or of his or
her replacement shall be automatically suspended the period of time in which he
or she holds the office of President of the Reputai an interim basis.
3. The parliamentary functions of the replacingraerim President of the Republic
shall be temporarily taken over in accordance Wi Rules of Procedures of the
National Parliament.

CHAPTER I
COMPETENCIES

Section 85
(Competencies)
It is exclusively incumbent upon the Presidenthaf Republic:
a) To promulgate statutes and order the publicaifaesolutions by the National
Parliament approving agreements and ratifying mggonal treaties and conventions;
b) Exercise competencies inherent in the functiohSupreme Commander of the
Defence Force;

27



c) To exercise the right of veto regarding anyuséest within 30 days from the date of
their receipt;

d) To appoint and swear in the Prime Minister desigd by the party or alliance of
parties with parliamentary majority after consuttatwith political parties sitting in
the National Parliament;

e) To request the Supreme Court of Justice to tmkkerpreventive appraisal and
abstract review of the constitutionality of the esil as well as verification of
unconstitutionality by omission.

f) To submit relevant issues of national interastat referendum as laid down in
Section 66;

g) To declare the state of siege or the state efrgemcy following authorisation of the
National Parliament, after consultation with theu@ail of State, the Government and
the Supreme Council of Defence and Security;

h) To declare war and make peace following a Gawent proposal, after
consultation with the Council of State and the 8upe Council of Defence and
Security, under authorisation of the National Rankent;

I) To grant pardons and commute sentences aftesuttation with the Government;

J) To award honorary titles, decorations and menitsccordance with the law.

Section 86

(Competencieswith regard to other organs)
It is incumbent upon the President of the Repullith regard to other organs:
a) To chair the Supreme Council of Defence and @gcu
b) To chair the Council of State;
c) To set dates for presidential and legislatieztbns in accordance with the Law;
d) To request the convening of extraordinary sessad the National Parliament,
whenever imperative reasons of national interegisify;
e) To address messages to the National Parliamdrtha country;
f) To dissolve the National Parliament in case s€dous institutional crisis
preventing the formation of a government or therapg of the State Budget and
lasting more than sixty days, after consultatiothvaolitical parties sitting in the
Parliament and with the Council of State, on pdireadering the dissolution null
and void, taking into consideration provisions et&on 100;
g) To dismiss the Government and remove the Prinmeskér from office after the
National Parliament has rejected his or her progmarfor two consecutive times.
h) To appoint, swear in and remove Government Mesbem office, following a
proposal by the Prime-Minister, in accordance wegm 2, Section 106;
1) To appoint two members for the Supreme Courfddefence and Security;
) To appoint the President of the Supreme Coudustice and swear in the
President of the High Administrative, Tax and Auldurt;
k) To appoint the Prosecutor-General for a terrfoof years;
[) To appoint and dismiss the Deputy Prosecutorgears in accordance with item
6, Section 133;
m) To appoint and dismiss, following proposal bg Government, the General Chief
of Staff of the Defence Force, the Deputy Genetaefoof Staff of the Defence
Force, and the Chiefs of Staff of the Defence Faafter consultation with the
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General Chief of Staff regarding the latter twoesas

n) To appoint five Members for the Council of State

0) To appoint one member for the Superior Counail the Judiciary and for the
Superior Council for the Public Prosecution.

Section 87

(Competencieswith regard to I nter national Relations)
It is incumbent upon the President of the Repulhcthe field of international
relations:
a) To declare war in case of effective or immiraggression and make peace,
following proposal by the Government, after coretdin with the Supreme Council
for Defence and Security and following authorisatad the National Parliament or of
its Standing Committee.
b) To appoint and dismiss ambassadors, permanamsentatives and special
envoys, following proposal by the Government;
c) To receive credential letters and accredit tpraliplomatic representatives;
d) Conduct, in consultation with the Governmeni; aagotiation process towards
the completion of international agreements in thkel fof defence and security.

Section 88

(Promulgation and veto)
1. Within thirty days after receiving any statuterh the National Parliament for the
purpose of its promulgation as law, the Presidéthie Republic shall either
promulgate the statute or exercise the right ab vetwhich case he or she, based
on substantive grounds, shall send a message itatienal Parliament
requesting a new appraisal of the statute.
2. If, within ninety days, the National Parliameonfirms its vote by an absolute
majority of its Members in full exercise of theurictions, the President of the
Republic shall promulgate the statute within eidgs after receiving it.
3. However, a majority of two-thirds of the Memberesent shall be required to
ratify statutes on matters provided for in Sec8&nwvhere that majority exceeds
an absolute majority of the Members in full exeeais their functions.
4. Within forty days after receiving any statutenfrthe Government for the purpose
of its promulgation as law, the President of theutaic shall either promulgate
the instrument or exercise the right of veto by whg written communication to
the Government containing the reasons for the veto.

Section 89
Power s of an interim President of the Republic
An interim President of the Republic does not hawg of the powers specified in
following items f), g), h), 1), j), k), 1), m), mand o) of Section 86.

CHAPTER |1
COUNCIL OF STATE

Section 90
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(Council of State)
1. The Council of State is the political advisondly of the President of the Republic
and shall be headed by him or herself.
2. The Council of State shall comprise:
a) Former Presidents of the Republic who were emioved from office;
b) The Speaker of the National Parliament;
c) The Prime Minister;
d) Five citizens elected by the National Parliamardaccordance with the principle of
proportional representation and for the period esponding to the legislative term,
provided that they are not members of the orgas®wéreignty
e) Five citizens designated by the President of Republic for the period
corresponding to the term of office of the Presidgmovided that they are not
members of the organs of sovereignty.

Section 91

(Competence, organization and functioning of the Council of State)
1. It is incumbent upon the Council of State to:
a) Express its opinion on the dissolution of theéidval Parliament;
b) Express its opinion on the dismissal of the Gorent;
c) Express its opinion on the declaration of wat #re making of peace,;
d) Express its opinion on any other cases setrotiie Constitution and advise the
President of the Republic in the exercise of hiher functions, as requested by the
President;
e) To draft its Rules of Procedures;
2. The meetings of the Council of State shall rbpen to the public.
3. The organization and functioning of the Coun€iGState shall be established by law.

TITLE I
NATIONAL PARLIAMENT

CHAPTER|
STATUS AND ELECTION

Section 92

(Definition)
The National Parliament is the organ of sovereigrftyhe Democratic Republic of
East Timor that represents all Timorese citizend @ vested with legislative
supervisory and political decision making powers.

Section 93
(Election and composition)
1. The National Parliament shall be elected by ersal, free, direct, equal, secret and
personal suffrage.
2. The National Parliament shall be made up of aimum of fifty-two and a
maximum of sixty-five Members.
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3. The law shall establish the rules relating tastibuencies, eligibility conditions,
nominations and electoral procedures.
4. Members of the National Parliament shall hatera of office of five years.

Section 94
(Immunities)
1. The Members of National Parliament shall nohb&l liable for civil, criminal or
disciplinary proceedings in regard to votes andhigpis expressed by them while
performing their functions.
2. Parliamentary immunities may be withdrawn in aidance with the Rules of
Procedures of the National Parliament.

CHAPTER I
COMPETENCE

Section 95

(Competence of the National Parliament)
1. It is incumbent upon the National Parliamenttake laws on basic issues of the
country’s domestic and foreign policy.
2. It is exclusively incumbent upon the NationatlRanent to make laws on:
a) The borders of the Democratic Republic of Eastorf, in accordance with Section
4,
b) The limits of the territorial waters, of the é&xsive economic area and of the rights
of East Timor to the adjacent area and the contahshelf;
c) National symbols, in accordance with item 2 ett®n 14;
d) Citizenship;
e) Rights, freedoms and guarantees;
f) The status and capacity of the person, family éad inheritance law;
g) Territorial division;
h) The electoral law and the referendum system;
1) Political parties and associations;
) The status of Members of the National Parliament
k) The status of office holders in the organs ait&t
I) The bases for the education system;
m) The bases for the health and social securitesys
n) The suspension of constitutional guaranteestaadieclaration of the state of siege
and the state of emergency;
0) The Defence and Security policy;
p) The tax policy;
g) The budget system.
3. It is also incumbent upon the National Parliatmen
a) To ratify the appointment of the President & 8upreme Court of Justice and of
the High Administrative, Tax and Audit Court;
b) To deliberate on progress reports submittechbyGovernment;
c) To elect one member for the Superior Counciltfer Judiciary and the Superior
Council for the Public Prosecution;
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d) To deliberate on the State Plan and Budgetlaméxecution report thereof;

e) To monitor the execution of the State budget;

f) To approve and denounce agreements and ratifgrnational treaties and
conventions;

g) To grant amnesty;

h) To give consent to trips by the President ofRlegublic on State visits;

1) To approve revisions of the Constitution by ganiéy of two-thirds of the Members
of Parliament;

J) To authorise and confirm the declaration of #tate of siege or the state of
emergency;

k) To propose to the President of the Republicstifemission to referendum of issues
of national interest.

4. It is also incumbent upon the National Parliatnen

a) To elect its Speaker and other members of tlarCh

b) To elect five members for the Council of State;

c) To prepare and approve its Rules of Procedure;

d) To set up the Standing Committee and establlslh dther parliamentary
Committees.

Section 96

(Legidative authorization)
1. The National Parliament may authorize the Gawvemt to make laws on the
following matters:
a) Definition of crimes, sentences, security measand their respective
prerequisites;
b) Definition of civil and criminal procedure;
c) Organization of the Judiciary and status of rsagies;
d) General rules and regulations for the publieiser the status of the
civil servants and the responsibility of the State;
e) General bases for the organization of publiciagktnation;
f) Monetary system,;
g) Banking and financial system;
h) Definition of the bases for a policy on enviragmh protection and
sustainable development;
1) General rules and regulations for radio anadvislen broadcasting and
other mass media;
j) Civic or military service;
k) General rules and regulations for requisitiod arpropriation for
public purposes;
l) Means and ways of intervention, expropriatioationalization and privatization of
means of production and land on grounds of publierest, as well as criteria for the
establishment of compensations in such cases.
2. Laws authorizing legislation shall define thdjsat, sense, scope and duration of
the authorization, which may be renewed.
3. Laws on legislative authorization shall not Isedi more than once and shall lapse
with
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the dismissal of the Government, with the end efldgislative term or with the
dissolution of the National Parliament.

Section 97

(Legidativeinitiative)
1. The power to initiate laws lies with:
2. The Members of Parliament;
3. The parliamentary groups;
4. The Government.
5. There shall be no submission of bills, drafidkdion or amendments involving, in
any given fiscal year, any increase in State exjperedor any reduction in State
revenues provided for in the Budget or RectifyinglBets.
6. Bills and draft legislation that have been rigdcshall not be re-introduced in the
same legislative session in which they have beaerda
7. Bills and draft legislation that have not beested on shall not need to be
reintroduced in the ensuing legislative sessiosepkin case of end of the legislative
term.
8. Dratft legislation shall lapse with the dismissithe Government.

Section 98

(Parliamentary appraisal of statutes)
1. Statutes other than those approved under thieisaxe legislative powers of the
Government may be submitted to the National Padianfior appraisal, for purposes
of terminating their validity or for amendment, laking a petition of one-fifth of the
Members of Parliament and within thirty days follog their publication. This
timeframe shall exclude the days when the funatigrof the National Parliament is
suspended.
2. The National Parliament may suspend, in pait dull, the force of a statute until it
is appraised.
3. The suspension shall lapse after the NationaliaiRgent has held 10 plenary
meetings without taking a final decision.
4. Where termination of validity is approved, thatste shall cease to be in force from
the date of the publication of the resolution ie tfficial Gazette, and it shall not be
published again in the same legislative session.
5. The parliamentary appraisal of a statute shake if, after such a statute has been
submitted for appraisal, the National Parliamekesano decision on it, or, having
decided to make amendments, it does not approwevatd that effect before the
corresponding legislative session ends, providi#def plenary meetings have been
held.

CHAPTER |1
ORGANISATION AND FUNCTIONING

Section 99
(Legidativeterm)
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1. The legislative term shall comprise five ledisfa sessions, and each legislative
session shall have the duration of one year.

2. The regular period of functioning of the NatibRarliament shall be defined by the
Rules of Procedure.

3. The National Parliament convenes on a regulaisb#ollowing notice by its
Speaker.

4. The National Parliament convenes on an extraargi basis whenever so
deliberated by the Standing Committee, at the r&tqa€ one third of Members or
following notice of the President of the Republidthwa view to addressing specific
issues.

5. In case of dissolution, the elected Nationalli&aent shall commence a new
legislative term, the length of which shall be gased by the time needed to complete
the legislative session in progress at the datkeoélection.

Section 100

(Dissolution)
1. The National Parliament shall not be dissolvedngd) the 6 months immediately
following its election, during the last half-yedrtbe term of office of the President of
the Republic or during a state of siege or a sitemergency, on pain of rendering the
act of dissolution null and void.
2. The dissolution of the National Parliament doesaffect the continuance in office
of its Members until the first meeting of the Naidd Parliament after the ensuing
election.

Section 101

(Attendance by Members of the Gover nment)
1. Members of the Government have the right tondttplenary sessions of the
National Parliament and may take the floor as gtedifor in the rules of procedures.
2. Sittings shall be fixed at which members of evernment shall be present to
answer questions from Members of Parliament in @zowe with the Rules of
Procedure.
3. The National Parliament or its Committees maguest members of the
Governments to take part in their proceedings.

CHAPTER IV
STANDING COMMITTEE

Section 102

(Standing Committee)
1. The Standing Committee shall sit when the Naiidtarliament is dissolved or in
recession and in the other cases provided forarCibnstitution;
2. The Standing Committee shall be presided ovethleySpeaker of the National
Parliament and shall be comprised of Deputy Speaked Parliament Members
designated by the parties sitting in the Parlianiergccordance with their respective
representation.
3. Itis incumbent upon the Standing Committee:
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a) To follow-up the activities of the Governmentdahe Public Administration;

b) To co-ordinate the activities of the Committeéghe National Parliament;

c) To take steps for the convening of Parliamergivever deemed necessary;

d) To prepare and organize sessions of the NatRadilament;

e) To give its consent regarding trips by the Resi of the Republic in accordance
with Section 80;

f) To lead relations between the National Parliaimamd similar parliaments and
institutions of other countries;

g) To authorize the declaration of the state djesier the state of emergency.

TITLEIV
GOVERNMENT

CHAPTER|
DEFINITION AND STRUCTURE

Section 103

(Definition)
The Government is the organ of sovereignty respbm$or conducting and executing
the general policy of the country and is the sugrengan of Public Administration.

Section 104

(Composition)
1. The Government shall comprise the Prime Minjstde Ministers and the
Secretaries of State.
2. The Government may include one or more DeputspnéMinisters and Deputy
Ministers.
3. The number, titles and competencies of ministailed secretariats of State shall be
laid down in a Government statute.

Section 105
(Council of Ministers)
1. The Council of Ministers shall comprise the Rximlinister, the Deputy Prime
Ministers, if any, and the Ministers.
2. The Council of Ministers shall be convened amaired by the Prime Minister.
3. The Deputy Ministers, if any, and the SecretaokState may be required to attend
meetings of the Council of Ministers, without ahtigo vote.

CHAPTER I
FORMATION AND RESPONSIBILITY

Section 106
(Appointment)
1. The Prime Minister shall be designated by théipal party or alliance of political
parties with parliamentary majority and shall bea@ipted by the President of the
Republic, after consultation with the political pes sitting in the National Parliament.
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2. The remaining members of the Government shalggointed by the President of
the Republic following proposal by the Prime Mieist

Section 107
(Responsibility of the Government)
The Government shall be accountable to the Presioiethe Republic and to the
National Parliament for conducting and executing domestic and foreign policy in
accordance with the Constitution and the law.

Section 108

(The Programme of the Gover nment)
1. Once appointed, the Government should develpribgramme, which should
include the objectives and tasks proposed, theoratio be taken and the main
political guidelines to be followed in the fieldsgovernment activity.
2. Once approved by the Council of Ministers, thremB Minister shall, within a
maximum of thirty days after appointment of the &mment, submit the Programme
of Government to the National Parliament for coasaion.

Section 109
(Consideration of the Programme of Gover nment)

1. The Programme of the Government shall be subdhith the National Parliament
for consideration. Where the National Parliamemas in session, its convening for
this purpose shall be mandatory.
2. Debate on the programme of the Government sloélexceed five days and, prior
to its closing, any parliamentary group may propibseaejection or the Government
may request the approval of a vote of confidence.
3. Rejection of the programme of the Governmenli séquire an absolute majority of
the Members in full exercise of their functions.

Section 110
(Request for vote of confidence)
The Government may request the National Parliartetdke a vote of confidence on
a statement of general policy or on any relevaritanaf national interest.

Section 111

(Vote of no confidence)
1. The National Parliament may, following propdsglone-quarter of the Members in
full exercise of their functions, pass a vote ofaamfidence on the Government with
respect to the implementation of its programme my eelevant matter of national
interest.
2. Where a vote of no confidence is not passedajgtsatories shall not move another
vote of no confidence during the same legislatess®on.

Section 112

(Dismissal of the Gover nment)
1. The dismissal of the Government shall occur when
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a) A new legislative term begins;

b) The President of the Republic accepts the rasigmof the Prime Minister;

c) The Prime Minister dies or is suffering fromexmanent physical disability;

d) Its programme is rejected for the second corisectime;

e) A vote of confidence is not passed,;

f) A vote of no confidence is passed by an absahggority of the Members in full
exercise of their functions;

2. The President of the Republic shall only disnties Prime Minister in accordance
with the cases provided for in the previous iterd arhen it is deemed necessary to
ensure the regular functioning of the democratgtitutions, after consultation with
the Council of State.

Section 113

(Criminal liability of the member s of Gover nment)
1. Where a member of the Government is charged avithminal offence punishable
with a sentence of imprisonment for more than twarg, he or she shall be suspended
from his or her functions so that the proceediragsime pursued.
2. Where a member of the Government is charged avithminal offence punishable
with a sentence of imprisonment for a maximum af fears, the National Parliament
shall decide whether or not that member of the @owent shall be suspended so that
the proceedings can be pursued.

Section 114
(Immunitiesfor member s of the Gover nment)
No member of the Government may be detained origsoped without the permission
of the National Parliament, except for a feloni@usne punishable with a maximum
sentence of imprisonment for more than two yeadsiaflagrante delicto.

CHAPTER |1
COMPETENCIES

Section 115

(Competence of the Gover nment)
1. It is incumbent upon the Government:
a) To define and implement the general policy @& ¢tlountry, following its approval
by the National Parliament;
b) To guarantee the exercise of the fundamentatsignd freedoms of the citizens;
c) To ensure public order and social discipline;
d) To prepare the State Plan and the State Budwgkegecute them following their
approval by the National Parliament;
e) To regulate economic and social sector actsjitie
f) To prepare and negotiate treaties and agreenasttsenter into, approve, accede
and denounce international agreements which ddatiainder the competence of the
National Parliament or of the President of the Ripu
g) To define and implement the foreign policy of tountry;
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h) To ensure the representation of the DemocraéipuBlic of East Timor in the
international relations;

I) To lead the social and economic sectors of tlhéeS

J) To lead the labour and social security policy;

k) To guarantee the defence and consolidation @fptiiblic domain and the property
of the State;

[) To lead and co-ordinate the activities of thenistries as well as the activities of the
remaining institutions answerable to the CounciVinisters;

m) To promote the development of the co-operatigetss and the support for
household production;

n) To support private enterprise initiatives;

0) To take actions and make all the arrangemernisssary to promote economic and
social development and to meet the needs of therBise people;

p) To exercise any other competencies as provigieddConstitution and the law.

2. It is also incumbent upon the Government inti@bewith other organs:

a) To submit bills and draft resolutions to theibla&l Parliament;

b) To propose to the President of the Republicdngaration of war or the making of
peace;

c) To propose to the President of the Republicdinearation of the state of siege or
the state of emergency;

d) To propose to the President of the Republic ghbmission to referendum of
relevant issues of national interest;

e) To propose to the President of the Republic appointment of ambassadors,
permanent representatives and special envoys;

3. The Government has exclusive legislative povegramatters concerning its own
organization and functioning, as well as on thedtand indirect management of the
State.

Section 116
(Competencies of the Council of Ministers)

It is incumbent upon the Council of Ministers:
a) To define the general guidelines of the goveminpelicy as well as those for its
implementation;
b) To deliberate on a request for a vote of comivgefrom the National Parliament;
c) To approve bills and draft resolutions;
d) To approve statutes, as well as internationedeagents that are not required to be
submitted to the National Parliament;
e) To approve actions by the Government that irevaw increase or decrease in
public revenues or expenditures;
f) To approve plans.

Section 117
(Competencies of members of the Gover nment)
1. It is incumbent upon the Prime Minister:
a) To be the Head of Government;
b) To chair the Council of Ministers;
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c) To lead and guide the general policy of the Gowent and co-ordinate the
activities of all Ministers, without prejudice tda direct responsibility of each
Minister for his or her respective governmentalatépent.

d) To keep the President of the Republic informedmatters of domestic and foreign
policy of the Government;

e) To perform other duties conferred by the Coutstih and the law.

2. It is incumbent upon the Ministers:

a) To implement the policy defined for their redpexMinistries;

b) To ensure relations between the Governmentladther organs of the State in the
area of responsibility of their respective Minieti

3. Government statutes shall be signed by the Phtmaester and the Ministers in
charge of the respective subject matter.

TITLEV
COURTS

CHAPTER|
COURTS AND THE JUDICIARY

Section 118

(Jurisdiction)
1. Courts are organs of sovereignty with competant¢do administer justice in the
name of the people.
2. In performing their functions, the courts shadl entitled to the assistance of other
authorities.
3. Court decisions shall be binding and shall pteweer the decisions of any other
authority.

Section 119
(Independence)
Courts are independent and subject only to the f@otisn and the law.

Section 120
Review of unconstitutionality
The courts shall not apply rules that contravere @onstitution or the principles
contained therein.

Section 121
(Judges)

1. Jurisdiction lies exclusively with the judgestailed in accordance with the law.
2. In performing their functions, judges are indegent and owe obedience only to the
Constitution, the law and to their own conscience.
3. Judges have security of tenure and, unlesswigeprovided for by law, may not
be transferred, suspended, retired or removed &fbice.
4. To guarantee their independence, judges mapebield liable for their judgments
and decisions, except in the circumstances provioielly law.
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5. The law shall regulate the judicial organizateord the status of the judges of the
courts of law.

Section 122

(Exclusivity)
Judges in office may not perform any other funajomhether public or private, other
than teaching or legal research, in accordancetivghaw.

Section 123

(Categories of courts)
1. There shall be the following categories of ceumtthe Democratic Republic of East
Timor:
a) The Supreme Court of Justice and other coutisngf
b) The High Administrative, Tax and Audit Court aather administrative courts of
first instance;
c) Military Courts.
2. Courts of exception shall be prohibited anddlsrall be no special courts to judge
certain categories of criminal offence.
3. There may be Maritime Courts and Arbitration @su
4. The law shall determine the establishment, argéion and functioning of the
courts provided for in the preceding items.
5. The law may institutionalise means and waydHernon-jurisdictional resolution of
disputes.

Section 124

(Supreme Court of Justice)
1. The Supreme Court of Justice is the highesttooutaw and the guarantor of a
uniform enforcement of the law, and has jurisdictibroughout the national territory.
2. Itis also incumbent on the Supreme Court ofideiso administer justice on matters
of legal, constitutional and electoral nature.
3. The President of the Supreme Court of Justiaét BB appointed by the President of
the Republic from among judges of the Supreme Cafudustice for a term of office
of four years.

Section 125

(Functioning and Composition)
1. The Supreme Court of Justice shall operate:
a) In sections, like a court of first instancethe cases provided for in the law;
b) In plenary, like a court of second and singlstance, in the cases expressly
provided for in the law;
2. The Supreme Court of Justice shall consist oéarajudges, magistrates of the
Public Prosecution or jurists of recognized marinhumber to be established by law,
as follows:
a) One elected by the National Parliament;
b) And all the others designated by the SuperiarCo for the Judiciary.
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Section 126

(Electoral and Constitutional Competence)
1. It is incumbent upon the Supreme Court of Jastan legal and constitutional
matters:
a) To review and declare the unconstitutionalityd adltegality of normative and
legislative acts by the organs of the State;
b) To provide an anticipatory verification of theghlity and constitutionality of the
statutes and referenda;
c) To verify cases of unconstitutionality by omassi
d) To rule, as a venue of appeal, on the suppmssib norms considered
unconstitutional by the courts of instance;
e) To verify the legality regarding the establisiminef political parties and their
coalitions and order their registration or dissolnf in accordance with the
Constitution and the law;
f) To exercise all other competencies providedofpthe Constitution or the law.
2. It is incumbent upon the Supreme Court of Jastit the specific field of elections:
a) To verify the legal requirements for candiddi@sthe office of President of the
Republic;
b) To certify at last instance the regularity aralidity of the acts of the electoral
process, in accordance with the respective law;
c) To validate and proclaim the results of the teled process.

Section 127

(Eligibility)
1. Only career judges or magistrates of the PuBasecution or jurists of recognized
merit of East Timorese nationality may become meamloé the Supreme Court of
Justice.
2. In addition to the requirements referred tohi@a preceding item, the law may define
other requirements.

Section 128

(Superior Council for the Judiciary)
1. The Superior Council for the Judiciary is thgaor of management and discipline of
the judges of the courts and it is incumbent ugoto iappoint, assign, transfer and
promote the judges.
2. The Superior Council for the Judiciary shallgoesided over by the President of the
Supreme Court of Justice and shall have the fotigmmembers:
a) One designated by the President of the Republic;
b) One elected by the National Parliament;
c) One designated by the Government;
d) One elected by the judges of the courts of lmmfamong their peers;
3. The law shall regulate the competence, organizaind functioning of the Superior
Council for the Judiciary.

Section 129
(High Administrative, Tax and Audit Court)
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1. The High Administrative, Tax and Audit Courttiee highest body in the hierarchy
of the administrative, tax and audit courts, withprejudice to the competence of the
Supreme Court of Justice.

2. The President of the High Administrative, Taxdahudit Court is elected from
among and by respective judges for a term of officiur years.

3. It is incumbent upon the High Administrative,xTand Audit Court as a single
instance to monitor the lawfulness of public expemd and to audit State accounts.
4. It is incumbent upon the High Administrative,xTand Audit Court and the
administrative and tax courts of first instance:

a) To judge actions aiming at resolving disputesiray from legal, fiscal and
administrative relations;

b) To judge contentious appeals against decisiomslemby State organs, their
respective office holders and agents;

c) To perform all the other functions as establishg law.

Section 130
(Military Courts)
1. It is incumbent upon military courts to judge first instance crimes of military
nature.
2. The competence, organization, composition andtioning of military courts shall
be established by law.

Section 131
(Court Hearings)
Court hearings shall be public, unless the coudrihg a matter rules otherwise
through a well-founded order to safeguard persainghity or public morality and
national security, or guarantee its own smooth afpsr.

CHAPTER I
PUBLIC PROSECUTORS

Section 132

(Functions and Status)
1. Public Prosecutors have the responsibility Epresenting the State, prosecuting,
ensuring the defence of the underage, absenteesghandisabled, defending the
democratic legality, and promoting the enforcenwrihe law.
2. Public Prosecutors shall be a body of judiciéicers, hierarchically graded, and
shall be accountable to the Prosecutor-General.
3. In performing their duties, Public Prosecutdrallsbe subject to legality, objectivity
and impartiality criteria, and obedience towarcediives and orders as established by
law.
4. Public Prosecutors shall be governed by thein ®tatutes, and shall only be
suspended, retired or dismissed under the circunossaprovided for in the law.
5. It is incumbent upon the Office of the Prosecu@eneral to appoint, assign,
transfer and promote public prosecutors and exedigciplinary actions.
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Section 133

(Office of the Prosecutor-General)
1. The Office of the Prosecutor-General is the égglauthority in public prosecution,
and its composition and competencies shall be eefoy law.
2. The Office of the Prosecutor-General shall baded by the Prosecutor-General,
who, in his or her absence or inability to act,lisha replaced in accordance with the
law.
3. The Prosecutor-General shall be appointed byPtiesident of the Republic for a
term of office of six years, in accordance with teems established by law.
4. The Prosecutor-General shall be accountableeddead of State and shall submit
annual reports to the National Parliament.
5. The Prosecutor-General shall request the Sup@met of Justice to make a
generally binding declaration of unconstitutionalitf any law ruled unconstitutional
in three concrete cases.
6. Deputy Prosecutor-General s shall be appoimtisdiissed or removed from office
by the President of the Republic after consultatein the Superior Council for the
Public Prosecution.

Section 134

(Superior Council for the Public Prosecution)
1. The Superior Council for the Public Prosecuiman integral part of the office of
the Prosecutor-General.
2. The Superior Council for the Public Prosecusball be headed by the Prosecutor-
General and shall comprise the following members:
a) One designated by the President of the Republic;
b) One elected by the National Parliament;
c) One designated by the Government;
d) One elected by the magistrates of the Publisdtnation from among their peers.
3. The law shall regulate the competence, organoizaind functioning of the Superior
Council for the Public Prosecution.

CHAPTER |1
LAWYERS

Section 135

(Lawyers)
1. Legal and judicial aid is of social interestdalawyers and defenders shall be
governed by this principle.
2. The primary role of lawyers and defenders is cuntribute to the good
administration of justice and the safeguard ofrigbts and legitimate interests of the
citizens.
3. The activity of lawyers shall be regulated by.la

Section 136
(Guaranteesin the activity of lawyers)
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1. The State shall, in accordance with the lawyaptae the inviolability of documents

related to legal proceedings. No search, seizisténd or other judicial measures shall
be permitted without the presence of the competagistrate and, whenever possible,
of the lawyer concerned.

2. Lawyers have the right to contact their cliepersonally with guarantees of

confidentiality, especially where the clients areler detention or arrest in military or

civil prison centres.

TITLE VI
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Section 137

(Public Administration general principles)
1. Public Administration shall aim at meeting puahbinterest, in the respect for the
legitimate rights and interests of citizens andstitutional institutions.
2. The Public Administration shall be structuredpi@vent excessive bureaucracy,
provide more accessible services to the people emglre the contribution of
individuals interested in its efficient management.
3. The law shall establish the rights and guaranté¢he citizens, namely against acts
likely to affect their legitimate rights and intsts.

PART IV
ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL ORGANISATION

TITLE I
GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Section 138
(Economic organization)
The economic organization of East Timor shall beeldaon the combination of
community forms with free initiative and businessimagement, as well as on the
coexistence of the public sector, the private seatw the co-operative and social
sector of ownership of means of production.

Section 139

(Natural resour ces)
1. The resources of the soil, the subsoil, thetteial waters, the continental shelf and
the exclusive economic zone, which are essentithdceconomy, shall be owned by
the State and shall be used in a fair and equitalalener in accordance with national
interests.
2. The conditions for the exploitation of the naturesources referred to in item 1
above should lend themselves to the establishnfantadatory financial reserves, in
accordance with the law.
3. The exploitation of the natural resources spedkerve the ecological balance and
prevent destruction of ecosystems.
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Section140
(Investments)
The State shall promote national investment anabésh conditions to attract foreign
investment, taking into consideration the natiantdrests, in accordance with the law.

Section141
(Land)
Ownership, use and development of land as oneedfittors for economic production
shall be regulated by law.

TITLE I
FINANCIAL AND TAX SYSTEM

Section 142
(Financial system)
The structure of the financial system shall be mheiteed by the law in such a way as
to guarantee the formation, collection and secuftygavings, and that the financial
resources necessary for economic and social davelapare provided.

Section 143

(Central Bank)
1. The State shall establish a national centrak lp@intly responsible for the definition
and implementation of the monetary and financidicgo
2. The Central Bank functions and its relationshiih the National Parliament and the
Government shall be established by law, safeguarthe management autonomy of
the financial institution.
3. The Central Bank shall have exclusive competéorcissuing the national currency.

Section 144
(Tax System)
1. The State shall establish a tax system aimeteating the financial requirements of
the State and the fair distribution of nationalome and wealth.
2. Taxes shall be established by law, which stetknine obligation, tax benefits and
the guarantees of taxpayers.

Section 145

(State Budget)
1. The State Budget shall be prepared by the Gowemh and approved by the
National Parliament.
2. The Budget law shall provide, based on efficyeand effectiveness, a breakdown
of the revenues and expenditures of the State,allsas preclude the existence of
secret appropriations and funds.
3. The execution of the Budget shall be monitorgdha High Administrative, Tax
and Audit Court and by the National Parliament.

PART V
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NATIONAL DEFENCE AND SECURITY

Section 146

(Defence Force)
1. The East Timor defence force, FALINTIL-ETDF, qoosed exclusively by national
citizens, has the responsibility of providing naty defence for the Democratic
Republic of East Timor and shall have a singleesysof organization for the whole
national territory.
2. FALINTIL-ETDF shall guarantee national independe, territorial integrity and
the freedom and security of the populations agangtaggression or external threat,
in respect for the constitutional order.
3. FALINTIL-ETDF shall be non-partisan and shall@wbedience to the competent
organs of sovereignty in accordance with the Ctautgin and the laws, and shall not
intervene in political matters.

Section 147
(Police and security for ces)
1. The police shall defend the democratic legaitg guarantee the internal security of
the citizens, and shall be strictly non-partisan.
2. Prevention of crime shall be undertaken with dispect for human rights.
3. The law shall determine the rules and regulatimn the police and other security
forces.

Section 148

(Superior Council for Defence and Security)
1. The Superior Council for Defence and Securityhis consultative organ of the
President of the Republic on matters relating femiee and sovereignty.
2. The Superior Council for Defence and Securiglldhe headed by the President of
the Republic and shall include civilian and miljtagntities, the number of civilian
entities being higher than the number of militamyitees.
3. The composition, organization and functioningre Superior Council for Defence
and Security shall be defined by law.

PART VI
GUARANTEE AND REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION

TITLE I
GUARANTEE OF THE CONSTITUTION

Section 149
(Anticipatory review of constitutionality)
1. The President of the Republic may request thpré®me Court of Justice to
undertake an anticipatory review of the constingidy of any statute submitted to
him or her for promulgation.
2. The preventive review of the constitutionalitpyrbe requested within twenty days
from the date on which the statute is received, tardSupreme Court of Justice shall
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hand down its ruling within twenty-five days, a @rhimit that may be reduced by the
President of the Republic for reasons of emergency.

3. If the Supreme Court of Justice rules that theuge is unconstitutional, the

President of the Republic shall submit a copy ef lling to the Government or the
National Parliament and request the reformulatiothe statute in accordance with the
decision of the Supreme Court of Justice.

4. The veto for unconstitutionality of a statuterfr the National Parliament that has
been submitted for promulgation can be circumveniader section 88, with the

necessary amendments.

Section 150

(Abstract review of constitutionality)
Declaration of unconstitutionality may be requedigd
a) The President of the Republic;
b) The Speaker of the National Parliament;
c) The Prosecutor-General, based on the refustidgourts, in three concrete cases,
to apply a statute deemed unconstitutional;
d) The Prime Minister;
e) One fifth of the Members of the National Parlent)
f) The Ombudsman.

Section 151
(Unconstitutionality by omission)
The President of the Republic, the Prosecutor-Géngnd the Ombudsman may
request the Supreme Court of Justice to reviewuttwdnstitutionality by omission of
any legislative measures deemed necessary to emlablemplementation of the
constitutional provisions.

Section 152

(Appeals on constitutionality)
1. The Supreme Court of Justice has jurisdictioméar appeals against any of the
following court decisions:
a) Decisions refusing to apply a legal rule onghmunds of unconstitutionality;
b) Decisions applying a legal rule the constituailty of which was challenged during
the proceedings.
2. An appeal under paragraph (1) (b) may be broaght by the party who raised the
question of unconstitutionality.
3. The regime for filing appeals shall be reguldigdaw.

Section 153
(Decisions of the Supreme Court of Justice)
Decisions of the Supreme Court of Justice shall b®tappealable and shall be
published in the official gazette. They shall havgeneral binding effect on processes
of abstract and concrete monitoring, when dealifig unconstitutionality.

TITLE I
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CONSTITUTONAL REVISION

Section 154

(Initiative and time of revision)
1. It is incumbent upon Members of Parliament ahnel Parliamentary Groups to
initiate constitutional revision.
2. The National Parliament may revise the Consbitutfter six years have elapsed
since the last date on which a law revising thediitution was published.
3. The period of six years for the first constivutal review shall commence on the day
the present Constitution enters into force.
4. The National Parliament, regardless of any tiamag, may take on powers to revise
the Constitution by a majority of four-fifths of @hMembers of Parliament in full
exercise of their functions.
5. Proposals for revision should be submitted ®National Parliament one hundred
and twenty days prior to the date of commencemkedebate.
6. After submission of a proposal for constitutiorevision under the terms of item 5
above, any other proposal shall be submitted wiBlilays.

Section 155
(Approval and promulgation)
1. Amendments to the Constitution shall be apprdwed majority of two-thirds of
the Members of Parliament in full exercise of tHamctions.
2. The new text of the Constitution shall be puit#d together with the revision law.
3. The President of the Republic shall not refesgromulgate a revision law.

Section 156

(Limits on mattersof revision)
1. Laws revising the Constitution shall respect:
a) National independence and the unity of the State
b) The rights, freedoms and guarantees of citizens;
c) The republican form of government;
d) The separation of powers;
e) The independence of the courts;
f) The multi-party system and the right of demoicrapposition;
g) The free, universal, direct, secret and regsildfrage of the office holders of the
organs of sovereignty, as well as the system gigntenal representation;
h) The principle of administrative deconcentrat decentralization;
I) The National Flag;
}) The date of proclamation of national independenc
2. Paragraphs c) and i) may be reviewed througdtiamal referendum, in accordance
with the law.

Section 157
(Limitson time of revision)
No action may be taken to revise the Constitutionnd) a state of siege or a state of
emergency.
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PART VII
FINAL AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Section 158

(Treaties, agreements and alliances)
1. Confirmation, accession and ratification of tatal and multilateral conventions,
treaties, agreements or alliances that took plafer® the entry into force of the
present Constitution shall be decided upon by #spective competent bodies on a
case-by-case basis.
2. The Democratic Republic of East Timor shall betoound by any treaty, agreement
or alliance entered into prior to the entry intock® of the Constitution which is not
confirmed or ratified or adhered to, pursuant éonitl above.
3. The Democratic Republic of East Timor shall retognize any acts or contracts
concerning the natural resources referred to m iteof Section 139 entered into or
undertaken prior to the entry into force of the &dation which are not confirmed by
the competent bodies after the Constitution entéesforce.

Section 159
(Working Languages)
Indonesian and English shall be working languaggkinvcivil service side by side
with official languages as long as deemed necessary

Section 160
(Serious Crimes)
Acts committed between the 25th of April 1974 ahd B1lst of December 1999 that
can be considered crimes against humanity of gdeoar of war shall be liable to
criminal proceedings with the national or interoatl courts.

Section 161
(Illegal appropriation of assets)
lllegal appropriation of mobile and fixed assetatttook place before the entry into
force of the present Constitution is consideretherand shall be resolved as provided
for in the Constitution and the law.

Section 162
(Reconciliation)
1. It is incumbent upon the Commission for Receptidruth and Reconciliation to
discharge functions conferred to it by UNTAET Rexdidn No. 2001/10.
2. The competencies mandate and objectives of gmend@ission shall be redefined by
the Parliament whenever necessary.

Section 163
(Transitional judicial organization)
1. The collective judicial instance existing in Edsmor, composed of national and
international judges with competencies to judgessrcrimes committed between
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the 1st of January and the 25th of October 1998l sbmain operational for the time
deemed strictly necessary to conclude the cases imeestigation.

2. The judicial Organization existing in East Tinoor the day the present Constitution
enters into force shall remain operational untdrsa time as the new judicial system
is established and starts its functions.

Section 164

(Transitional competence of the Supreme Court of Justice)
1. After the Supreme Court of Justice starts itfions and before the establishment
of courts as laid down in Section 129, the respeatbmpetence shall be exercised by
the Supreme Court of Justice and other courtssicgL
2. Until such a time as the Supreme Court of Jesiscestablished and starts its
functions all powers conferred to it by the Constin shall be exercised by the
highest judicial instance of the judicial organiaatexisting in East Timor.

Section 165
(Previous Law)
Laws and regulations in force in East Timor shalhtue to be applicable to all
matters except to the extent that they are inctenrgisvith the Constitution or the
principles contained therein.

Section 166
(National Anthem)
Until the national anthem is approved by the ordinew pursuant to item 2 of
Section 14 “Patria, Patria, Péatria , Timor -Lesteassa nacdo “ shall be sung in
official ceremonies.

Section 167

(Transformation of the Constitutional Assembly)
1. The Constitutional Assembly shall be transforrméd a National Parliament with
the entering into force of the Constitution of RRepublic.
2. In its first term of office, the National Pari@nt shall be comprised of eighty-eight
members on an exceptional basis.
3. The Speaker of the Constituent Assembly shalbre in office until such a time as
the National Parliament elects its Speaker as gealvfor in the Constitution.

Section 168
(Second Transitional Gover nment)
The Government appointed under UNTAET Regulation 28012/28 shall remain in
office until such a time as the first constitutib@vernment is appointed and sworn
in by the President of the Republic , as providedr the Constitution

Section 169
(Presidential Election of 2002)
The President elected under UNTAET Regulation N@02201 shall take on the
competencies and fulfil the mandate provided faha Constitution.
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Section 170
(Entry into force of the Constitution)
The Constitution of the Democratic Republic of EEshor shall enter into force on
the 20th of May 2002.

On the 22nd of March 2002, the Constituent Assermoblyemocratic Republic of East
Timor, elected on the 30of August 2001, has approved this Constitutionictviwill
be signed by your eighty eight Parliamentarians:

Presidente da Assembleia Constituinte,
Francisco Guterres ‘Lu-Olo’
Fretilin

Vice-Presidente,
Francisco Xavier do Amaral
ASDT

Vice-Presidente,
Arlindo Marcal
PDC

Deputados

ASDT

Afonso Noronha

Feliciano Alves Fatima
Jacinto de Andrade

Maria da Costa Valadares
Pedro Gomes

FRETILIN

Adalgisa Maria Soares Ximenes
Adaljiza Albertina Xavier Reis Magno
Adérito de Jesus Soares

Alfredo da Silva

Ana Maria Pessoa Pereira da Silva Pinto
Antonio Cardoso Machado

Antonio Cepeda

Ardo Née de Jesus da Costa Amaral
Armindo da Conceicéo Freitas
Augusto da Conceicdo Amaral
Cipriana da Costa Pereira
Constancia de Jesus

Elias Freitas
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Elizario Ferreira

Flavio Maria da Silva

Francisco Carlos Soares

Francisco Kalbuadi Lay

Francisco Lelan

Francisco M.C.P. Jerénimo
Francisco Miranda Branco

Gervasio Cardoso de Jesus da Silva
Gregorio Saldanha

Jacinto Maia

Jacob Martins dos Reis Fernandes
Januario Soares

Jerénimo da Silva

Joaquim Amaral

Joaquim Barros Soares

Joaquim dos Santos

José Andrade da Cruz

Josefa A. Pereira Soares

José Maria Barreto Lobato Gongalves
José Maria dos Reis Costa

José Soares

José Manuel da Silva Fernandes
Judit Ximenes

Lourdes Maria Mascarenhas Alves
Luisa da Costa

Madalena da Silva

Manuel Sarmento

Mari Alkatiri

Maria Avalziza Lourdes

Maria Genoveva da Costa Martins
Maria José da Costa

Maria Solana da Conceicédo Soares Fernandes
Maria Teresa Lay Correia

Maria Teresinha da Silva Viegas e Costa
Mario Ferreira

Miguel Soares

Norberto José Maria do Espirito Santo
Osorio Florindo

Rosaria Maria Corte-Real de Oliveira
Rui Anténio da Cruz

Vicente Soares Faria

Independente
Antonio da Costa Lelan

KOTA
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Clementino dos Reis Amaral
Manuel Tilman

PD

Aquilino Ribeiro Fraga Guterres ‘Ete Uco’
Eusébio Guterres, SH

Samuel Mendoncga

Ir. Mariano Sabino Lopes ‘Assa Nami’
Paulo Alves Sarmento ‘Tuloda’

Dr. Paulo Assis Belo ‘Funu Mata’

Rui Meneses da Costa, SE ‘Lebra’

PDC
Antonio Ximenes

PL
Armando da Silva

PNT
Aires Francisco Cabral
Alianca da Conceicdo Araujo

PPT
Ananias do Carmo Fuka
Jacob Xavier

PSD

Fernando Dias Gusmao
Leandro Isac

Lucia Maria Lobato

Mario Viegas Carrascalao
Milena Pires

Vidal de Jesus “Riak Leman”

PST
Pedro Martires da Costa

UDC/PDC
Vicente da Silva Guterres

ubT

Joéo Viegas Carrascaldo
Quitéria da Costa
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